
Smarter Balanced Assessment - When the Scores Come 

Shortly before school ended for the year, students in grades 3-8 and 11 took part in the 
2015 California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP), the new 
computer-based tests for English language arts/literacy and mathematics that replaced 
the former paper-based tests for these subjects. 
 
This fall, you will receive your child’s results on the annual statewide test. Given that last 
year’s test was new, you should consider these results a baseline for marking future 
growth.  As we have discussed in recent newsletters, we are in a transition period—we 
have identified new skills that students should master, we have been teaching those 
skills in new and novel ways, and now we are assessing progress with a new test. The 
scores on this test will not be comparable to previous year’s annual test scores, as the 
old test assessed a different set of skills.  Additionally, we have raised expectations for 
what students should be able to do, so this year’s results may show that most students 
will need to make substantial progress to master the desired skills. This is OK because 
we are headed in the right direction.  As students spend more time with the new 
curriculum, their skills will improve. 

When you receive these test results, please support your child in areas that seem to be 
more challenging, and take time to celebrate all of the different ways in which your child 
has grown this year. If you have any questions about interpreting the California 
Assessment of Student Performance and Progress score report, please feel free to 
contact me, or look to the following resources for more information: 

Understanding Your Child's SBAC Score Report - New Video from Department of 
Education 
 
Preparing for the release of family student score reports, the California Department of 
Education has posted a new video titled, "Understanding Your Child’s Score Report." 
This video describes and explains the new 2015 Smarter Balanced Consortium Student 
Score Report. The video is available below in both English and Spanish: 
 

• English Version  
• Spanish Version  
• Achievement Level Descriptors (PDF) 

 
For more information: 

• CAASPP Individual Score Reports - California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress sample student score reports. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQi4qlOCrmk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZPqZeHXs6k&feature=youtu.be
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Reporting-ALDs-Final.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caaspp15rpttalkpts.asp

	Smarter Balanced Assessment - When the Scores Come
	This fall, you will receive your child’s results on the annual statewide test. Given that last year’s test was new, you should consider these results a baseline for marking future growth.  As we have discussed in recent newsletters, we are in a transi...
	When you receive these test results, please support your child in areas that seem to be more challenging, and take time to celebrate all of the different ways in which your child has grown this year. If you have any questions about interpreting the Ca...
	 Achievement Level Descriptors (PDF)

